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Stark State College’s Alliance

Satellite Center in full swing

By KATE RICH
The Review

Two trees flanking the entrance of the Stark State College
Alliance Satellite Center on State Street are in full bloom,
their blossoms welcoming students along with the earthy
fragrance of freshly laid dark brown mulch.

The satellite center opened in January 2006 at 1237 W.
State Street with the goal of providing convenient access
to higher education and workforce development. The
center provides an opportunity for students to “Get their
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The new Stark State College Alliance Satellite Center

start at Stark State College” closer to home by taking core building, located at 1237 W. State Street, opened to
classes leading to technical degrees offered on the main students in January. Registration for summer classes
campus in Jackson Township at a cost of $127 per credit starts today.
hour.
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“This has been the best (semester) yet and it's because we have our own center,” said Dennis Trenger, director of
the satellite centers in Alliance, Carrollton, downtown Canton and southeast Canton. “It was rough when we were at
the high school and didn’t have our own presence and then all of a sudden you're in your own facility and have all of
your own equipment and space ... the students love it, the faculty love it ... it feels more like a college experience.

“We're tickled to be out here for sure. The main thing we’re doing is making a college education accessible. The
biggest single factor we've found for people getting into college is the proximity in where classes are offered.”

Shirley McAlicher attended classes at the main branch a year ago and lives in Atwater. Due to working midnight
shifts and with the price of gas, she said, it's much easier to drive to the new Alliance location.

“It's so much easier to drive here ... and the class sizes are really small. The teachers are very hands-on,” said
McAlicher who is working toward a degree in medical transcription. McAlicher originally started taking classes right
out of high school and then dropped out to get married and raise a family. After many years, McAlicher is back in the
saddle and on her way to a college degree.

“The facilities here are nice and are improving as we go ... it's only been open since January ... even the parking is
adequate. It's just very convenient for me and it's much more comfortable for me to come here than go to a bigger
campus.

McAlicher’s opinions match that of many of the students taking classes at the satellite center - many of whom are
returning to school after a hiatus.

Drew Williams took a couple of years off between high school and college and began his college career at the Stark
State College Alliance Satellite Center.

“This is my first semester, period ... and | like that it's here. | live in Minerva so it’s close ... you get more of a one-on-
one feel here. The small classes really help. There are probably only eight or nine people in my classes. | definitely
like the small feel here ... this is less intimidating.”






